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<blockquote><p><a href="https://eldritchgentleman.tumblr.com/post/666193741814644736/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">eldritchgentleman</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://aqueerkettleofish.tumblr.com/post/665773141859221504/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">aqueerkettleofish</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://alexseanchai.tumblr.com/post/665452547715350528/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">alexseanchai</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://fucktheflagandfuckyou.tumblr.com/post/665339686457327616/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">fucktheflagandfuckyou</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://folly-of-alexandria.tumblr.com/post/665145735902363648/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">folly-of-alexandria</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://g-r-a-v-e-y-a-r-d.tumblr.com/post/665144304282599424/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">g-r-a-v-e-y-a-r-d</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://papasmoke.tumblr.com/post/664960678315098112/robot-dogs-now-have-assault-rifles-mounted-on" class="tumblr_blog">papasmoke</a>:</p><blockquote><p>if you see one of these things take one for the team and light it on fire<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>oh god. in a very serious way that makes them much harder to fight. previous quadrofracts could be dealt with by use of a hammer to the mid-section. im assuming a well placed .45 round might do the trick now, but that means not getting noticed by fidobot. lets hope it has bad eyesight.</p></blockquote>
<p>This is always where these damn thing were going and when we said it people would always say we were being killjoys and why couldn’t we “just enjoy the dancing Robots?” I guarantee these things will be deployed for “riot suppression” in only a few years.</p></blockquote>
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<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="1638" data-orig-width="1096"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/78dcfd5ae49fb44a0dd2e3c313a9e71d/5dda995a6e34e33a-9b/s2048x3072/155ad9b324db6faf67831d28f157ab4f31d9e1ad.jpg" data-orig-height="1638" data-orig-width="1096" data-media-key="78dcfd5ae49fb44a0dd2e3c313a9e71d:5dda995a6e34e33a-9b"/></figure><p>[image: first tweet in a thread by Dr. Sarah Taber, who is quote-tweeting The Verge’s tweet that reads “They’re putting guns on robot dogs now” and depicts the said robot dog. Dr. Taber’s full thread is quoted below:]</p><p>PSA for anyone who might be dealing with robot gun dogs, from a farm robot specialist who wasn’t really looking at robot wrangling from the public safety standpoint but here we are.</p><p>I haven’t worked w police/military robotics so I can’t speak to exactly how these are built.</p><p>But I can tell you, IME roboticists can be really naive about environmental conditions: making robots sturdy enough to handle rain, dirt, &amp; other outdoor realities.</p><p>For example! I’ve worked w a couple startups that do fruit picking robots. They build the thing, *then* call me in to figure out how to clean it.</p><p>And half the time you can’t. Bc the picking arm has all these delicate cameras &amp; servos that can’t get wet.</p><p>Folks who build robots at this time tend to be focused on making it do cool things like see, jump, run, &amp; somersault. So they can release teaser videos that make everybody go “wow what a fancy robot”</p><p>They tend to be less focused on actual service performance: DURABILITY.</p><p>What’s this mean?</p><p>The joints, motors, cameras, &amp; other sensors are more exposed than they should be.</p><p>It’s easy for water, road salt, grit, etc to get in there and cripple the robot.</p><p>I mean look at this thing. That housing’s got more nooks &amp; crannies than a dang English muffin. You think that’s watertight?</p><p>For robots that work outside, not even watertight is good enough.</p><p>Farms add surfactants (like dish soap) to sprays. They make the sprays stick to leaves &amp; get into all the nooks &amp; crannies of the plant.</p><p>So farm robots need surfactant-proof seals. Not just waterproof.</p><p>Otherwise after a few hours in the field, you have a mix of dew, mud, soil &amp; grit, and whatever surfactants you put in your last pesticide</p><p>mixing together &amp; working their way into all the robot’s delicate parts. Scratching up the cameras. Jamming up the joints &amp; motor.</p><p>If there’s any salt or acid in the mix, it’s even worse!</p><p>Some soils have a lil salt in them, or an acidic pH. It’s actually pretty common!</p><p>The salts or H+ ions work their way into the machine &amp; corrode the shit out of EVERYTHING.</p><p>Bye-bye expensive farm robot!</p><p>Now let’s apply this to street settings.</p><p>Water. Dirt &amp; grit. Road salt.</p><p>Just a little salt destroys metal! Even faster if it’s mixed with water, acids, surfactants, &amp;/or grit.</p><p>And again, dirt &amp; grit destroy joints.</p><p>They scratch up camera lenses &amp; otherwise interfere with sensors.</p><p>They also scratch up any corrosion-proof coatings the engineers may have put on there, &amp; expose the metals to water, salt, &amp; acid.</p><p><b>These robots look super-vulnerable to normal wear &amp; tear.</b></p><p><b>They look even more vulnerable to a super-soaker filled with common household items like salt, vinegar, &amp; just a lil dish soap.</b> Maybe with a lil diatomaceous earth to bump up the scrubbing power.</p><p>If they don’t go belly-up from short circuits immediately, they’re still looking at either an expensive tear-town, clean, &amp; rebuild (takes the robot off the street for a few days)</p><p>or it’ll go belly-up within a week or two.</p><p>Both options are REALLY expensive &amp; frustrating for own</p><p>Especially if they get hit with water/salt/acid/grit/soaps ASAP the moment they hit the street again.</p><p>Then the robots wind up spending more time in the shop on life support than actually doing their job.</p><p>That’s actually a pretty common outcome for automation!</p><p>Everyone gets excited about this fancy new machine that’s going to replace people. Then in real life it turns out to be broken all the time, can’t do shit, it’s a giant money pit, &amp; eventually the sponsors give up.</p><p>idk just some thoughts on outdoor automation from someone who buries the corpses of failed robots for a living</p><p><b>it’s just really funny to me that these are supposed to be scary but probably can’t stand up to a water balloon full of pickle juice</b></p><p>uh… if you like “agricultural technology &amp; the public good” you will love my book, for which there is a fundraiser with just a few days left [as of 2021 October 17] &amp; it’s really close to the goal already 🍻</p><p data-npf="{&quot;type&quot;:&quot;link&quot;,&quot;url&quot;:&quot;https://href.li/?https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/finish-the-damn-book-taber#/&quot;,&quot;display_url&quot;:&quot;https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/finish-the-damn-book-taber#/&quot;,&quot;title&quot;:&quot;Finish The Damn Book, Taber&quot;,&quot;description&quot;:&quot;Crowdfunding production costs to finish the damn book | Check out 'Finish The Damn Book, Taber' on Indiegogo.&quot;,&quot;site_name&quot;:&quot;Indiegogo&quot;,&quot;poster&quot;:[{&quot;media_key&quot;:&quot;1bff98b4f73230ee02839e159eeb02ff:5dda995a6e34e33a-48&quot;,&quot;type&quot;:&quot;image/png&quot;,&quot;width&quot;:200,&quot;height&quot;:200}]}" class="npf_link"><a href="https://href.li/?https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/finish-the-damn-book-taber#/">Finish The Damn Book, Taber</a></p></blockquote>


<p>Important safety tip.   Do not expose robots to dish soap, vinegar, or salt.  That would be bad for the robot.</p></blockquote>
<p>I really really hate how I became disillusioned towards Sci-Fi. All this really cool stuff… but we live in the Cyberpunk dystopia where governments and corporations Will use it to screw us over.</p></blockquote>


<p>You think cops cause collateral damage? Wait till Spot-209 here starts spitting AP rounds indiscriminately.</p></blockquote>
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